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i Dcdicatian 


Smt. Ambujam Krishna passed away on 20- 12-89. at the age of 
72. Her demise was a shock to all who knew her. 


'A. K.'. as she was fondly called, was a long time friend and 
well-wisher of Tyaga Bharati. In the early fifties she had the 
association of 1/1/5“ in bringing out the Gitamala. a collection of 
fifty one compositions by her in chaste classical mould, the success of 
which paved way for two more volumes by her later. 


/ had the privilege of knowing Ambujam Amma when she served 
in the VVS Seventieth Birthday Celebrations Committee as its Vice 
President in 1985. / was commissioned to reprint the first volume cf 
the Gitamala for the committee's celebrations. Working with her was 
a pleasure. / found in her a rare blend of simplicity and taste, 
frankness and warmth, generosity and restraint. Despite her seniority 
in age and in achievement, she treated me as a friend and equal. 
She never let our differences come in the way of our work but turned 
them to mutual advantage. Her love for her art helped me bring out 
the best in mine, which in retrospect has been a singular contribu- 
tion to the completion of the Devagana Project. 

As a token of gratitude and respect, / am privileged to dedicate 
this issue to smt. Ambujam Krishna. 


Srirama Bharati 
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This issue of the Indian Music Journal brings to 
completion the third lap in the project for reviving tha 
music of the Divya Prabandham. Included in it is the music 
in Svara-notation for the 108 decads of the Periya 
Tirumoli of Tirumankai Alvar, which form Tome II of the 
Nalayira Divya Prabandham. The present work excludes 
the Tirunetuntantakam and Tirukuruntantakam. also by 
Tirumankai Alvar, in the hope that these can be taken up 
separately in another issue. 


Tirumankai Alvar's life after his reformation was 
influenced immensely by his love for Nammalvar. It is well 
known that Tirumankai Alvar instituted the Ira - pattu 
Utsavam or the festival of ten nights preceding Vaikuntha 
/ Ekadasi in Srirangam every year, when the Tiruvaimoli was 
performed to song and dance in the august presence of 
Nammalvar himself . the icon, ceremonially brought in a 
palanquin all the way from Alvar Tirunagari for the 
puroose. The influence of the mentor can be seen in the 
works as well, for in style, content and metaphor, there 
are clear echoes of the Tiruvaimoli ringing through the 
Periya Tirumoli. 

There is however, an added dimension to Tirumankaj 
Alvar's work, not found in Nammalvar's and that is in the 
free use of folk elements of music, dance, and poetry by 
Tirumankai Alvar. He does this with such refinement as 
to make it acceptable as high art. Perhaps this answers 
the often - asked question whether the Divya Prab- 
bandham taken as a musical form is Desi or Marga. 
From Tirumankai Alvar we learn that it is not the 
form itself but the treatment of form that makes 
it one or the other. 



The Vairamudi festival this year at Melkote falls on 
4-4-90 Tyaga Bharati friends who wish to join in Gana - 
Kainkarya may please write and tell us in advance for 
arrangements. 

Sowbhagqa lakshmi 

Tyaga Bharati Correspondent 
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AMBUJAM KRISHNA: A TRIBUTE 

Sujatha Vijayaraghavan 

h A AmbU . ja ” K " shna - wh ° gently attained the heavenly abode 
had carved herself a prominent niche in the gallery of composers of 

Karnatak music. Reckoned along with noteworthy composers like 
Papanasam Sivan and Periasamy Thooran, her contemporaries, she 
enjoyed the rare privilege of having her songs accepted and popul. 
artsed by the music and dance world in her own lifetime. 

The reason for this immediate and spontaneous response to the 
songs lies in their innate lyricism and emotional appeal While wri 
ting the preface to the first volume of Gitamala, a collection 
of Ambujam Krishna’s songs, Rajaji stated, -‘The nectar of our native 
ragas handed down by our forefathers, should be poured by us into 
immaculate vessels of good lyrics and served to one and all. Musi- 
cians should render these vessels of nectar created by Smt Ambuiam 
Krishna”. 

It is, however, observed that these lyrics have proved to be much 
more than mere containers, in that they have imparted the rich flavour 
ot sentiment and Bhakti to the ragas in which they are rendered. The 
songs, most of which belong to the genre of kriti and kirtanam, are 
not the customary stringing of Namavalis. An amalgam of deep 
spritualism and emotional intensity, they are the soul call of the 
Atman, yearning for union with the Absolute. 

Among the affluent it is given to very few to perceive life as 
more than material dividends, to comprehend it as a quest for 
sublime spiritual realisation. Among the fervently religious minded, 
there are again very few. who practise their faith without bigotry 
and with an awareness that all paths lead to the same ultimate 
reality, as enunciated by Nammalvar, 

^1 all !T SUIT <£1£<£LD§1 6U SDSoU 6J)& 

< 5 | 6 U(r<nj/fl 6 Tn jDujtwr <st oyr ou u j l uu T air 
611 (ToU if] 6D T}LU61/ff (g&njDsSoVlflftn 7)UJ6>Jif 

^|6U(T6llfr s&jflolllf)! 'gjatol— UJ rfJ)63T JTJSVT^St 

Ambujam Krishna, in both respects, was one of God’s chosen few. 
Steeped in Vaishnavite thought and philosophy she could transcend 
the limitations of conventional religiosity. With the same fervour and 
sincerity she could write 


r 


•‘QffitrjS&ti) (Ssn^l^fT^L-rr (T/norr 


sir S^fnu 60 sOfT6\) 


as well as 


"stott <5/ruj rf>ujtfjrG0 lF(S7)J^ 
iD6iT@jii3fr^ii) g]CTT@jiiSlG(r 

Happily married to her eousin. the dynamic business magnate 
T.S. Krishna of the T.V.S. group of compan.es. Ambu*m Krishna 

little imagined that she would one day become a '°"S 5tr «V Ft 
her father Ranga Iyangar, an illustrious advocate of h.s times, she 
bad inherited a taste for Carnatic Music. The l.lt.ng cadence of the 
Divya Prabandham had become part of her 
consciousness from a tender age. when custom made her learn 
it by rote. Even though she felt strange stirrings within her heart 
when she stood at Tyagaraja’s samadhi in 1951 she had no clue of 

what was to come. 

No one was more surprised than herself when her first song ‘Unnai Allal 
was written by her barely a few days after this experience. It was 
as though a divine hand had reached forth and thrown open the 
flood gates of poetry. The passionate outpourings of Bhakti assumed 
the kriti form, impeccable in diction, metre or sentiment. 

“iLnr&Giurr&ir &irp2s3T ^WT^jKotij 
6r0 rr(S<5£fr^)uCTT ptfi&mLb <56wl 
piwr&!rrr*DGrU6i][ri£l u <5 mi? q goth 

$6VT(Lplb Umf)lL6TfT CoLD" 

was her reverend prayer to Tyagaraja, her Guru in Nadopasana. 

More than six hundred songs in varying lengths, metres and 
languages flowed from her pen almost to her last days. Apart from 
kritis and kirtanams, she has written kurami, oonjal, killikanni, lullaby, 
padams and the lyrical half of a couple of pada-varnams. Her pen- 
chant for languages is seen in the few songs she has written in 
Telugu, Kannada, Sanskrit, Hindi and Manipravalara. However, the 
majority of songs are in Tamil, pure and simple, lyrical in every 
syllable and turn of phrase. 

The dictiOD of the lyrics aud their cadence have a delicacy and 
sweetness associated with the Pasurams. Eschewing uncouth phrases, 
harsh syllables and colloquial terms, the author has woven a tapestry 
of rich and muted shades. The words have a musicality of their own 
and lend themselves to uncontrived musical rendering. The reigning 
mood of the lyrics established with unambiguous clarity, has made the 
task of choosing appropriate regains, easier for the music composers. 


It should be said that Ambujam Krishna is remarkably fortunate 
in having her songs set to music by acknowledged great masters. The 
first volume of fifty one songs, under the title Grita.m£tl£t was 
published in 1953, with the music composed by Professor V.V. Sadagapan. 
Semmangudi Srinivasa Iyer and Musiri Subramanya Iyer composed the 
music for the second volume. Professor S. Ramanathan and Muduraj 
T. N. Seshagopolan set the music for the third volume while the 
fourth volume had K. R. Kedaranathan as the music composer. 

Several songs have been individually set to music by Ananthalakshmi 
Sadagopan, Mudurai N. Krishnan, Charumathi Ramachandran, 
R. Vedavalli, K. C. Thyagarajan, Sattur A. G. Subramaniam and others. 
Yet to appear in print, several of the songs are popularly rendered. 

Two operas Krishna Lila Madhooryam and 

Radha Madhavam have been set to music by Madurai 

N. Krishnan and K. R Kedaranathan respectively. The former has 
been performed as a dance drama by Kamila and Sudharani Raghu 

pathy separately. A collection of songs on Rama and Krishoa sung 
by Ananthalakshmi Sadagopan, has been released as a cassette, under 

the title Sree Rama Bhakthi Marram. 

A perusal of the songs makes it apparent that Ambujam Krishna 
even though she has not composed the music for her songs, must have 
sung them to herself as she put them down on paper. The musica- 
lity is seen sometimes in the peculiarly uneven lines characteristic of 
lyrical poetry or in the word-packed madhyama kala (faster pace ) 
lines she indicated in some of the charanams. Very rarely did the 
composers of music have to bend or modify a word or line to meet 
the exigencies of a musical rendering. 

In one of his letters to Ramesh, the second son of Ambujam 

Krishna, Professor V. V. Sadagopan writes, “Please tell your mother 

that the last word we have been in quest of. for the song “Gana 

Mazhai”, has been found. It is none other than “^ir<ai(yjL_«T” which 

she has provided. I realised that there could not be a more apt word 
in that context. Please convey this to her. The more I observe your 
mother's songs, the more I wonder whether it would be right to make 
even minor changes to suit the music. They seem to be so divinely 
endowed’*. 

Divinely endowed! That is what the author herself sincerely 
believed them to be. This credo was not born merely out of modesty 
or humility. She considered herself a medium, “a postman” carrying 
God’s epistles to mankind, as a fellow composer once assured her. 
So much so the mudra “Ambuja” which appears io several songs in 
the earlier volumes is absent in the later compositions. 

Each song has a distinct message, emotion and thought. A number 
of them arc addressed directly to Gods and Goddesses such as. 


“(g^^CSasrru}- 6urnprtu0<s(26trr Qpajj&Gttr 
u ftp nr ld q «o <4 Q^thQurr ff)<$ 60 ii) QurraSI ds(Ssn 

and 

‘ , «g<$<$<£l?63T ( £ &irp$(j}u) 

^smib GuirjbjflQii) ^6ot4>;$0 uGovr 
The message is emphatically stated at times as in, 

* * j5fTLDii) 2_ on (T su - j5fT(sr^ii) 

j5ii>6mn ^(sr^ii) ysf irfriLsrfl&sf)iu$(rFj (^frujih) 

Songs addressed to Rama have a special sense of closeness and 
easy familiarity, as he was her “Ishta Devata”. She would question 
him, converse with him, cajole hi* and chide him at times, as 
might be seen from songs like: 

**<9j&Diu jBuumuiMir rririDrr” 

jb&st - 

Q^iuiL/ii 6v$m< ss ^|JDl(SJD6iT ,, 

“Q&irGb&fflpprrGiT Q^ifliqCSmrr - 2_6 tjt<5B0<? : 

QdF/TffjT^sb <£B0&Wr 6)J (fTjCS LD IT - 6T GOT jfflSoV (Q&rT&otil prTttr) ” 

The intimacy of the Nayika-Nayaka Bhava is no whit less in the 
songs addressed to Krishna such as, 

“^(oLrrH}. 61/ J$G>3,ttT &sm^s) 99 

and 

‘ * cE 6OTT 6i3Tr otffi L_ LD 6T(5^01<# Q IT 6\) 61) If}_ ’ * 

\aishnavite philosophy and imagery abound in several songs, for 
instance, in ^(^(SlogjU Q&rrj 5 <&ii) a_«Vr(5l” 

the references to the “Thiru” and “Maru” would be greatly relished 
by those .familiar with their significance. 


Poetic imagery is often so subtly interwoven into the texture of 
the song^as to escape the eye of all but the discerning. The lullaby 

»n Krishna J^ila, Madhooryam has alternating 
stanzas where Yashoda looks upon Krishna as her baby and as the 

^‘/radk. Th ‘ S COrreSponds ,0 the sw ‘“8'"g in and swinging out of 


4 |. 0^ _ f I a • | 9 she lived like a recluse, 

he joy of her songs lighting up her life. -God has been very kind 

to me^ He has g,yen me everything” she said often, the spirit ol 
contentment be.ng her way of life. That musicians and dancers of 
merit sought out her compositions was more a matter of pleasure 
han pride, in that she was able to share God's bounties with sc 
many. In her own words her cup of life was full a. . 
Divine Presence chose to visit her. ay 


“Aaj bara jeevana pyala 

Jab tuma aaye Nanda ke Lala” 
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With Best Compliments From 




K G GROUP OF 
COMPANIES 

86, Arts College Road 

Coimbatore 641018 
Telephone 25515 
Telex 0855 - 363 KADR ISM 


Years Ago. We Made History And We Continue To Write It 

Manufacturers of 

HORSE SHOE BRANO* 

★ CAUSTIC SODA 

★ LIQUIU CHLORINE 

★ TRICHLOROETHYLENE 

★ UPGRADED ILMENITE 

★ UTOX 

★ WELD GRADE ILMENITE 

★ PVC RESINS 

DCW LIMITED 

Grams: Chemicals Sahupuram 

Arumuganeri Arumuganeri Post 

Chidambaranar Dist 
Tamil nadu 
Pin: 628 202 


Phone: 213, 232 & 329 
Kayalpatinam 


With compliments from: 

I. T. C. LIMITED 

Packaging & Printing Division 
Packaging That Moves People and Products 

Factories 

Tiruvottiyur, Madras 600 019 
Munger. Bihar 811 202 


Marketing Branches 
Bangalore. Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi 
Hyderabad, Madras, Madurai 


With best Compliments from ; 

I 

Harita Finance 

• i 

Limited 

Harita Credit 

Limited 

Admn. Office: 

176 Kodambakkam High Road 
Madras 600 034 
Ph. 474642/471427 

Branch Office: 1 

188L Sri Nellaiappar 1 
High Road 

TiruneWeli -2 
Ph. 24142 


Registered with the Registrar 
of Newspapers for India under 
No. R. N. 10522/64 


* 



THE TIRUVAIMOLI OF NAMMALVAR 
RENDERED ll\l ENGLISH 


Srirama Bharati 

and 

Sowbhagifci Lakshmi 


The Tiruvaimoli of Nammalvar is an Ancfadi poem a 
garland of 1 102 Tamil verses, unfolding a dramatic theme of 
love It is also on allegory on the universalization of the 
spirit of man. 


The Tiruvaimoli in English offers a readable acount 
of the Alvar’s mystic experience. It also complements a 
project for recording and documentation of tho music. 


Hard bound pp viii 4 - 208 p 

TYAGA bharati music education mission 

24. Bank Street, Melkote-57l 431, India 


Road. Tirunelveli- 2 



